Permaculture Design Certification Course

@

Hariharalaya Retreat Center

Siem Reap, Cambodia

2 – 22  March  2014

Hariharalaya Retreat Center invites you to join us for an engaging and dynamic 3-week learning experience. This immersive and all-inclusive residential Permaculture Design Certification (PDC) course offers optional daily yoga and meditation practice.

Hariharalaya Retreat Center is located 20km outside of Siem Reap in a traditional Cambodian village setting surrounded by ancient Angkor era temples.

Cost and Accommodation

Course participants will enjoy 3 home-cooked vegan meals each day. The center offers a variety of accommodation to suit your needs :

Dormitory (shared)                   - $850 all-inclusive

Private room in main house      - $1000 all inclusive

Garden hut (shared)                  - $900 all-inclusive

Garden hut (single occupancy)  - $1100 all-inclusive

Instructors

Rico Zook

With a degree in Environmental Studies focused on Land Restoration, minors in biology and philosophy, with years of homesteading in northern California and working in Yosemite National Park, Rico came to permaculture with almost all the elements, but no organizing structure or system. From 1996 to 2005 he was first co-director and crew foreman for the restoration crew, then land manager at a wilderness community decimated by wildfire in the mountain wilderness of northern New Mexico. Guided and mentored by Ben Haggard, for 10 years Rico did hands-on permaculture design and installation rebuilding a community/village from the ground up. 

For the past 12 years Rico have been a Permaculture designer, consultant and instructor working with private individuals, farmers, villagers and local organizations to create culturally and environmentally appropriate life systems in northern New Mexico, India, Cambodia, the middle east and places in between. This work focuses on assisting local and indigenous cultures to preserve traditional knowledge and technologies while adapting to and becoming active members of our rapidly globalizing world.  Currently his year is divided into 5 months in India, 3 months in Cambodia, 1 month in other Asian countries, 2 months in the states, and 1 month in a different place each year.

This year was the 10th annual PDC in Darjeeling, India, as well as many other courses, from urban to rural, from 2 day to 2 week. In addition, there are many projects Rico is involved in, from demonstration site development to wetlands restoration. However, it will be the students that embrace permaculture and sustainability using it to build their lives and share with their communities that is the ultimate focus and reward of this work.

Nic Gunton

Nic has lived in Cambodia since 2008, frequently assisting Rico with permaculture training for locals and foreigners alike in various parts of the country. Nic lives on a small farm in Siem Reap where he offers workshops on soil building and other permaculture practices. Nic is the director of Astral Jester Films, an independent film company focused on producing permaculture related documentary videos (some of them featuring Rico Zook). Nic also co-operates several online permaculture resources, including the popular Permaculture Science Youtube channel and Permaculture Planet internet forum.

Guest presenters

There will also be a number of guest presenters during the course.

Schedule

The more usual 2-week time-frame for a PDC has been extended to 3 weeks to afford plenty of time and space for yoga and meditation.

This course is an excellent and comprehensive introduction into regenerative systems design with between 100 to 120 hours of curriculum. There will be traditional style lectures, learning exercises, discussions, photo shows, design challenges, games, hands-on projects and a full day field trip to other sites. While we make the experience of this course an enjoyable and engaging one, it is not a vacation. This is a deep, content rich environment and the more a student actively engages it, the more they will get out of it. 

Topics covered during the course will include :

Ethics and Principles of Permaculture

Sustainability

Patterns and Flows

Water Harvesting

Soil Building

Agro-forestry

Aquaculture

Integrated Pest Management

Map making

Appropriate Technology

Natural buildings

Permaculture Design process

The course will also include a number of hands-on exercises :

Breeding Indigenous Micro-Organisms

Grey Water systems

Compost making

Sheet Mulching

Seed Balls

Site Assessment and Mapping

To learn more about the course and to register: hariharalaya@gmail.com 

For more information about Rico and his work: www.i-permaculture.org 

To see Nic's permaculture video work : http://astraljesterfilms.blogspot.com
